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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Revises the definition of a “pain management clinic” to include 
suboxone in the list of medications which, if prescribed as specified, would qualify the clinic as 
a pain management clinic.  
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 
 
 Assumptions: 

 

• Under current law, a pain management clinic is defined as a privately-owned facility in 
which pain management services are provided to patients, a majority of whom are issued 
a prescription for, or are dispensed, opioids, benzodiazepine, barbiturates, or 
carisoprodol, but not including suboxone, for more than 90 days in a twelve-month 
period.   

• This bill would add suboxone to the list of medications prescribed to patients at a clinic 
for purposes of qualifying such clinic as a pain management clinic. As a result, there 
could be an increase in the number of clinics subject to registration and oversight 
requirements.    

• Any additional regulatory or fiscal impact on the Department of Health or the boards 
regulating practitioners at such clinics will be not significant and can be accommodated 
within existing resources.  

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-3-1011, all health-related boards are required to be 
self-supporting over a two-year period.  As of June 30, 2011, the Division of Health 
Related Boards had a balance of $10,859,982.82.   
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 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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